A Contact 
PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM with China 


Ambassador Han Xu Visits 
























of Salem 


On November 8, 1986, the Museum was 
honored by a visit from His Excellency Han 
Xu, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of 
China to the United States. The Ambassador 
and Mrs. Han were greeted by President 
Richard Wheatland, Director Peter Fetchko 
and Ambassador and Mrs. Christopher H. 
Phillips. Ambassador Phillips, a longtime 
friend of the Museum, is the recently retired 
president of the National Council for U.S.- 
China Trade, Washington, D.C. 
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CHINESE AMBASSADOR 
visits Peabody Museum 


A gift to the Museum 

from the People’s Republic 

of China. (RIGHT) 

Crosby Forbes discusses 

an ivory box with Ambassador 
and Mrs Han. (BELOW) 








Following the tour, members and 
guests attended a reception in honor of 
Ambassador Han. Mr. Wheatland presented 
him with a Friendship plate, a reproduction 
of an export plate commemorating the visit 
of a Salem vessel to Canton. The Ambas- 
sador in turn presented the Museum with a 
scroll depicting a character from a Chinese 
folk tale. 

In his remarks to guests, the Ambas- 
sador praised the Museum for preserving 
the export arts. “In so doing your museum 
has fostered a deeper appreciation among 
the American public of another people’s 
culture and creative spirit,” he said. “| must 
congratulate your museum on your unremit- 
ting effort in promoting cultural understand- 
ing between our two countries.” 

Ambassador Han was born in 1924. A 
career diplomat, his many posts have in- 
cluded Counselor of the Embassy of the 
PRC in the Soviet Union, and Vice Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. His visit to the Peabody 
was one of a number he made to Boston 
area cultural and educational organizations 
in early November. O 





From left to right, 

Peter Fetchko, Ambassador Han, 
Mrs. Christopher Phillips, 
Ambassador Christopher Phillips, 





and Mrs. Han. (BELOW) 








There is still time for members to take 
advantage of existing tax laws before the 
1986 Tax Reform Act takes effect on January 1. 
Under the new law, the top tax rate will be 
cut from 50 to 28 percent, phased in over 
the next two years. That will lessen the 
direct value of the deduction for itemized 
charitable contributions. Members who 
take the standard deductions on their tax 
return but are non-itemizers can claim this 
special privilege this year, but not in 1987. If 
you have not sent in your annual gift, now is 
the time. 


UNDERWAY 

The capital campaign for construction of the 
Wing and for increased endowment funds, 
officially announced at the groundbreaking 
last May, is moving into high gear. As the 
Register goes to press, a total of $7.8 million 
has been received or pledged toward the 
goal of $11.2 million, leaving a balance of 
$3.4 million to be secured. 

Trustees of the Museum have again 
demonstrated their enthusiasm for this 
largest single expansion effort in the 
Museums history by making gifts and 
pledges of $2.5 million, including a $1 
million commitment made shortly after the 
merger with the China Trade Museum by 
Mrs. Lammot du Pont Copeland. Other 
members have responded with contribu- 
tions and pledges ranging from $5,000 to 
$250,000, including a gift of $100,000 from 


1986 ANNUAL 
~ FUND APPEAL 


Mrs. Ruth K. Hanner. A two century Peabody 
tradition of support lives on. 

The name of a North Shore family 
closely linked with this tradition will grace 
one of the showpieces of the new wing, the 
atrium connecting East India Marine Hall 
with the new galleries. Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Mellon of Virginia have contributed $201,000 
in support of yet another important area, 
the port paintings gallery in the stair hall. 
This gallery will highlight two magnificent 
port paintings of Canton and Shanghai, 
donated by the Mellons to the China Trade 
Museum. 

Among the private foundations which 
have contributed to the campaign are the 
George H. and Jane A. Mifflin Memorial 
Fund; Harold Whitworth Pierce Charitable 
Trust and The Plumsock Fund, Indianapolis, 
Indiana; and the J. Aron Charitable Trust of 
New York. oO 


IN MEMORIAM 

Augustus Peabody Loring, President of the 
Trustees 1972-1983, died November 27, 1986. 
The next issue of the Register will feature an 
account of his exemplary commitment to 
the Museum. 





















































































































































































































































a report 


More than 400 persons attended the Annual 
Meeting of Members on October 23. Mr. 
Richard Wheatland, president of the Board 
of Trustees, presented the following prog- 
ress report at the meeting: 


It is heartening to have so many of you 
here, but not surprising since so many 
exciting things are taking place at your 
Museum, not the least of which is the new 
exhibit “The Art of the Japanese Tattoo” that 
will officially open in just a few minutes. 
Almost two years to the day have passed 
since the Peabody Museum of Salem and 
the China Trade Museum signed an agree- 
ment of merger bringing together two great 
institutions and two remarkable collections 
of Asian export art. Less than five months 
have elapsed since we removed the first 
spadeful of dirt from the building site, 
signalling the beginning of a new era, a 
“New Voyage Out” for the Peabody 
Museum. 

The new Asian Export Wing of some 
27,000 square feet now under construction 
will house the combined collections of 
export porcelain, precious metals, furniture, 
paintings and textiles, considered the most 
representative and comprehensive collec- 
tion in the western world. It will be the only 
exhibit space anywhere dedicated exclu- 
sively to the exhibit of Asian export art. The 
original development plan called for a 
campaign of $8.6 million. It became clear in 


THE ASIAN EXPORT 
ART WING: 


later planning that major renovations to 
systems in the existing structure would best 
be done now while construction is going on 
rather than deferring them to a later date. 
This means that the security system through- 
out the Museum will be state of the art. 
Climate control will be considerably ex- 
tended and the fire suppression installation 
will include this hall and the other older 
buildings. As a consequence we have raised 
our goal to $11.2 million. | am delighted to 
report to you tonight that as of this date we 
have received gifts and pledges totalling 
$7,800,000, leaving $3.4 million yet to raise. 
This additional $3.4 million required to 
achieve our goal will not be an easy task and 
will demand the efforts and commitments 
of a great many over the next year or two. 

We will keep you informed regularly of 
our progress. We will look to each and 
every one of you for your support, and 
together we will make our new voyage out 
the most successful in this institution’s 187 
years. 


sang teen teem 


Roof of the 


Crowninshield Room. (RIGHT) 


The new wing takes shape: 


preparing the first floor slab. 





GALLERY CLOSINGS 

As the Register goes to press, East India 
Marine Hall, East Hall and the Cotting I! 
Room (now exhibiting The New England 
Voyagers) are expected to close during 
February for installation of sprinkler sys- 
tems. The installation is part of a general 
upgrading of security and support systems 
in the older part of the Museum, being 
coordinated with construction of the Asian 
Export Art Wing. Building Manager Frank 





Duley reports that plans call for maintaining 
access to Weld Hall and the Cotting Room 
while work is in progress. The project will 
be completed as rapidly as possible, and we 
appreciate your understanding during the 
interruption. O 


The former 


Crowninshield Room. 


JANUARY CALENDAR 


Ne an 6— Feb 10 


Course 
Celestial Navigation: A Full Day’s Work. The 
course, taught by Capt. Robert M. Ayer 
(USNR ret.), is shaped around a full day’s 
work of the navigator. Students can expect 
several hours of homework per session and 
must purchase necessary materials and 
books. 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m., Education 
Room. Members $45, non-members $55. 
Prior registration and payment due by 
December 30. Send payment c/o Education 
Department. 


wed 7 14 94.28 


Film Series 
Maritime Films From The Museum’s Collec- 
tion. Spend four Wednesday afternoons 
enjoying a selection of new and old films. 
January 7: In Search of the Bowhead 
Whale” 


January 14: “Whaler Out of New 
Bedford” and “The Viola” 

January 21: “Men of Gloucester” and 
and “The Bank Dory” 

January 28: “Building the Jean Richard,” 


“Ship Ahoy” and “Rock- 
port Granite” 
1:00 p.m., Education Room. No charge 
above Museum admission, members free. 
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thu 8 


Special Event 
Northern Light’s Arctic-Antarctic Voyage. 
A multi-media presentation by Rolf Bjelke 
and Deborah Shapiro, who took the ketch 
Northern Light to both ends of the earth in 
an epic adventure. 8:00 p.m., East India 
Marine Hall. Advance ticket sales only. 
Members $5, non-members $8. Call for 
information. 


sun ih 


Family Concert 
The Gloucester Hornpipe and Clog Society. 
This local group will bring its own blend of 
traditional music of the British Isles and the 
sea. 3:00 p.m., East India Marine Hall. No 
charge above Museum admission, members 
inree: 


tue 13 


Gallery Talk 
Chinese Export Porcelain: Behind The 
Scenes. Preview some of the Chinese export 
porcelains to be installed in the new wing 
with Associate Curator William Sargent. He 
will discuss varieties of color, pattern and 
form dating and authentication. Limited to 
12 people in each of two sessions. 11:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. No charge above 
Museum admission, members free. Prior 
registration required by January 6. 





thu Dy 


Concert Speaker of the Month 
Sinfonie-by-the-Sea. The midwinter program So You Think You Know Your Neighborhood! 
includes Paer’s Overture Sargino, Schubert’s Bettina A. Norton, Director of the Cam- 
German Dances for 1824 (Weber), Milhaud’s _ bridge Historical Society, explores little 


Serenade and Mendelssohn's “Reforma- known architectural details of Salem. The 
tion” Symphony. The concert is followed by — speaker is the author of Neighborhood 

a champagne reception. 8:00 p.m., East Trivia Hunts for Boston, Salem, Concord 
India Marine Hall. $12. Please call 631-4613 and New Haven (the Salem edition is avail- 
for tickets and information (snow date Jan. able in the Museum Shop). 11:00 a.m., 

31) Education Room. No charge above Museum 


admission, members free. 


tue (0) ut 24 


Day Trip 

Visit the State House, Copley Place and the Parent/Child Program 

Boston Public Library with Sarah Fraser A Day in the Life of a Penguin. Museum 
Robbins. After morning at the State House, — Educator Ellie Bailey offers a whimsical look 
explore Copley Place on your own. Lunch at Penguins for children 4 to 8 and their 

(at the restaurant of your choice) not in- parents. 10:30 a.m., Education Room. $1.50 
cluded in the program price. After lunch per person. Prior registration and payment 
Sinclair Hitchings, Keeper of Prints at the due by January 9. Send payment c/o Educa- 


Boston Public Library, will lead a tour of the — tion Department. 
building and the current exhibition of 
drawings. 9:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Members 
$15, non-members $20. Prior registration 
required by January 12. Send payment c/o 
Education Department. 





PEABODY MUSEUM% 


To register for Museum programs please call 745-1876 Mon-Fri, at least one week prior to the program. 


FEBRUARY CALENDAR 


Sat Wa 


Parent/Child Program 
Chinese New Year. Celebrate the Chinese 
New Year with Museum Educator Mary 
Malloy. Make a life-size paper dragon and 
dance it through the Museum’s galleries. 
10:30 a.m., Education Room. $1.50 per 
person. Limited to 25 children. Prior registra- 
tion required by January 31. Send payment 
c/o Education Department. 


sun 8 


Film 
The Opium War. This historical drama, made 
in the People’s Republic of China in 1978, 
was the first feature film to be released in 
the United States from mainland China in 25 
years. In Chinese with English subtitles. 
3:00 p.m., Education Room. No charge 
above Museum admission, members free. 


tue 10 


Gallery Talk 
Africa. Join Associate Curator John Grimes 
for a look at the exhibit, The Tribal Style. 
Explore this exhibition of African sculpture, 
masks and personal and domestic objects. 
11:00 a.m. No charge above Museum admis- 
sion, members free. 


thu 1? 


Speaker of the Month 
Heritage of the Afro World. De Ama Battle, 
Director and Founder of the Art of Black 
Dance and Music will describe her fieldwork 
in Africa, the West Indies and South America 
and will discuss methods of collecting 
traditional dances and songs. 11:00 a.m., 
Education Room. No charge above Museum 
admission, members free. 








tue Ve ie 20 sat 28 


Adult Course 
School Vacation Program. Explore some of Winter Botany: Evergreens. Learn to identify 
the wonders of nature with Museum native evergreen trees, shrubs and 
Educator Clara Waterman. groundcovers with Ellie Bailey. 10:30 a.m. to 
Feb. 17 - Animals in Winter 12:30 p.m., Education Room. Members $8, 
Feb. 18 - Whales non-members $10. Prior registration and 
Feb. 19 - Snowflakes payment due by February 20. Send payment 
Feb. 20 - Volcanoes c/o Education Department. 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Education Room. 
$1.50/person per program. Send payment 
c/o Education Department. Sat I8 
In The Shop 
tue Dal Nancy L. Braganti of Marblehead will auto- 
graph her newest book, The Traveller’s 
Day Trip Guide to Asian Customs and Manners. 2:00 
Museum of Fine Arts and Isabella Stewart p.m. No charge. 


Gardner Museum. Doris Mahaney will 
escort you to the Museum of Fine Arts for a 
gallery talk by China Trade specialist Miriam 
Butts. A guided tour of the architecture and 
rich collections of the Gardner Museum 
follows luncheon at the MFA restaurant. 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $30 members, $35 
non members. Prior registration required ; aes 
by February 17. Send payment c/o Education | Rae ee oes 
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PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 


To register for Museum programs please call 745-1876 Mon-Fri, at least one week prior to the program. 


NANCY BRAGANTI 
to autograph 
at Museum Shop 





Where should you sit at a formal meal in 
China? What subjects are taboo in Pakistan? 
How should you react to silence at a 
Japanese business meeting? The Travelers’ 
Guide to Asian Customs and Manners, by 
Nancy L. Braganti and Elizabeth Devine of 
Marblehead, is the first guidebook to give 
specific instructions for these and other 
situations. Designed for easy reference, it 
explains the often confusing protocol and 
social customs that business people and 
tourists will encounter in China, Hong 
Kong, Japan and some dozen other Asian 
and Australasian nations. 

Nancy Braganti will be at the Museum 
Shop to autograph the book on Saturday, 
February 28, at 2:00 p.m. O 
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CUSTOMS 
MANNERS 


How to converse. dine. tip, drive, 
bargain, dress, make pata 
conduct business while in Aste 





22. 
Laswell ea ak aed thn ite tk 
tate tic te Cae tic Phdippines, 
ee cers a baatrichaad bce eae 


: Ae ic 





On Thursday, January 8, Northern Light’s 
Arctic-Antarctic Voyage, a multi-media 
presentation by Rolf Bjelke and Deborah 
Shapiro, comes to the Museum. This is the 
account of one of the most daring sailing 
exploits ever achieved, the voyage of the 40 
foot ketch Northern Light. Bjelke, a Swede, 
and Shapiro, an American, sailed her to the 
farthest North ever made good by a private 
sailing yacht and then, checked by pack ice, 
headed south. They cruised to Cape Horn 
via Easter Island, Pitcairn Island and Chilean 
Patagonia, then made their bold attack on 
Antarctica. In dangerous and navigationally 
difficult waters, Northern Light sailed for 
seven weeks among enormous icebergs, in 
fog, snowstorms and temperatures below 
freezing point on an odyssey peppered with 
hair-raising episodes. But they also found a 
breathtaking landscape and a wealth of 
animal and birdlife, and they learned the 
mutual respect, trust and care vital to survi- 
val in such testing conditions. 

Shapiro and Bjelke returned with 14,000 
still photographs, and reels of taped sounds 
of whales, penguins, and storms. They then 
spent six months creating a 90 minute 
multi-projector slide show and soundtrack 
(including sound effects, music and narra- 
tion). In the spring of 1986 Shapiro and 
Bjelke presented their multi-media show 40 
times in Sweden to a total of 12,000 viewers, 
many times to sellout audiences. This past 
fall they toured Sweden and Norway again, 





_ NORTHERN LIGHT: 
™ An Epic Voyage 
Comes to the Museum 


visiting 25 cities. 

Explorers, sailors, naturalists, Rolf 
Bjelke and Deborah Shapiro are a gentle 
and yet heroic couple who have set out to 
reach the edges of the planet, to examine 
their own responses to these far places, and 
to record in extraordinary photographs and 
narration what is now a rare experience, a 
voyage beyond the known world. They are 
easy to admire. Together they navigated to 
the ends of the earth; together they re- 
spected and protected the life they encoun- 
tered on land and sea; and together they 
have created a show that is not to be missed. 
Their appearance at the Museum is their 
first in the United States. 

The Cruising Club of America has 
presented Shapiro and Bjelke with its pres- 
tigious Blue Water Medal, and Sai/ magazine 
(sponsor of the January 8 event) has fol- 
lowed their story in exclusive features. Join 
them on January 8, 8:00 p.m. in East India 
Marine Hall. Please note that admission to 
Northern Light’s Arctic-Antarctic Voyage is 
by advance ticket sale only. O 


Northern Light: One Couple’s Epic Antarctic 
Voyage is being published in the United 
States and Canada by Clarkson Potter, a 
division of Crown Publishers. It will be 
available at the Museum Shop. 
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Earlier this year, a Register article featured 
the Friday luncheon club, a group of male 
volunteers meeting in the Maritime History 
area. When the article appeared, Elizabeth 
“Libby” Alsberg asked, “How about some 
equal time for our Tuesday coffee group?” 
Before we could complete that article, Libby 
was overtaken by her last illness. 


In the basement Ethnology storage area, it’s 
a quiet, purposeful morning. Volunteer 
Nicholas Stowell, official looking in blue 
laboratory coat and name tag, matches and 
rechecks a catalogue card against an artifact 
before wrapping and sealing the object. 
Other volunteers are concentrating on the 
delicate task of cleaning ethnological ob- 
jects. New photographs are attached to 
catalogue cards and each card is double 
checked for accuracy. As they work, one or 
another of the volunteers will glance briefly 
at a large, empty coffee urn on a counter 
against a wall. The urn had been brought in 
by Libby Alsberg. It has not been filled, and 
Libby’s Tuesday coffee group has not gath- 
ered since her illness. The morning is busy, 
but subdued, with an empty place in it. 
“Libby started our Tuesday morning 
coffees to break the routine,” Stowell 
explained. “She started out by bringing a 
thermos of coffee from home for a 10:30 
break. One day she invited me to share it. 
Before long we had people from throughout 
the Museum coming down to get together 





VOLUNTEERS: 
sys 
Tuesday Coffee Group 


and enjoy each other’s company. Everyone 
took turns contributing goodies. We've had 
everything from brownies to sushi. Libby 
finally brought in the coffee urn and extra 
cups from home!” he laughed. 

The break Libby inspired, and en- 
livened with stories of her travels and in- 
terests, was a welcome interlude. “Collec- 
tion management means a lot of detail 
work,” explains Elaine Vukov, Ethnology 
Curatorial Assistant. “We depend on our 
volunteers to perform these sometimes 
tedious tasks. Libby Alsberg knew the 
system so well that she was the depart- 
ment’s right hand.” 

“Working for the Museum was a natural 
extension of Libby’s life,” says Katy Clarke, a 
friend and Tuesday colleague. “She had 
such eclectic interests, such a lively curios- 
ity. Libby always thought of other people.” 

So the coffee urn remains, a reminder. 
No one has been able to take it away. “We 
haven’t had the heart to gather for coffee 
since she became so ill.” says Katy. “But we 
will soon.” O 
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Call for your free coupon book and poster. 


When was the last time you saw a really good play? Or worth over $200 in discounts at 34 of our most outstand- 
hiked along a nature trail? Or spent the afternoon looking __ ing cultural locations. Just call us at 1-800-533-MASS 
at paintings? Or walked through history at a living museum? Ext. 505 





If it’s been a little too long, we invite you to share the We'll also send you a free poster illustrating our cultural 
Common Wealth of Massachusetts. A treasure house of wealth. That’s it up above. It’s yours to keep. 
art, music, drama, nature, and history. Why not call right now? Don’t miss out on the wonders 
To help you begin, we'll send you a free coupon book of Massachusetts. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

Andover 

Mr. William J. Donelan 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce D. Sullivan 

Beverly Farms 

Miss Alida L. Bryant 

Boston 

State Street Bank and Trust Co. 

Cambridge 

Mr. Louis Wiley 

Hamilton 

Mr. K. Willcox 

Lynn 

Mrs. George Bilsbury 

Mrs. Violet W. Connors 

Ms. Mary K. Flint 

Marblehead 

Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Beckert 

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Clark 

Mr. and Mrs. Jon A. Dame 

Mrs. Carol H. Flynn 

Ms. Elaine P. Flynn 

Ms. Mary Krull 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Pemberton 
Pleasants, Jr. 

Newburyport 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Stern 


NEW 
~ MUSEUM MEMBERS 
» September - October 1986 


Newton 

Mr. Wayne Altree 

Peabody 

Mr. and Mrs. William Kolhonen 
Pittsfield 

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Paddock 
Reading 

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Cassell 
Revere 

Miss Elvira Culotta 

Salem 

Mrs. Isabelle E. Guilbault 

J]. Donovan Associates, Inc. 
Ms. Grace Y. Ndika 

South Hamiltan 

Mrs. Rita Jean Dunn 
Wellesley 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven B. Lipner 


CONNECTICUT 
Manchester 

Mr. Winthrop Ford 

Ms. Barbara Desrosiers 


MARYLAND 
Owings Mills 
Mrs. Charles Walowitz 








NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Nottingham 
Mr. Guy Russell 


NEW JERSEY 
Thornwood 
Mr. Harold J. Hein 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Bryn Mawr 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Ginley 


TEXAS 
San Antonio 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Howe 


CORRECTION 

Due to a data processing error, 
the name of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry P. Little of West Falmouth, 
Massachusetts, was incorrectly 
listed as Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. 
Mayo. We regret any confusion 
this may have caused. 
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Atrican Connection 


February is Black History Month 





The Shop at the Find musical instruments, textiles, dolls and jewelry 
PEABODY _ from many African nations at the Shop at the Peabody 


MUSEUM Museum of Salem. 
of SALEM 


East India Square 
Salem, MA 01970 
tel 617- 745 - 1876 Visa, Mastercard, American Express welcomed 








Enjoy your 10 percent member's discount 


EXHIBITS 
INFORMATION 
745-9500 


MUSEUM HOURS 
Monday to Saturday 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Sundays and Holidays 
1:00 to 5:00 pm 


Closed New Year’s Day 


PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 
East India Square 
Salem, MA 01970 


Non-profit org. 
U.S. postage paid 
permit no. 90 
Salem, MA 





CONTINUING EXHIBITS 


The Art of the Japanese Tattoo. This unusual exhibit traces Japan’s 
rise to pre-eminence in a singular branch of the decorative arts. 


Yankee Traders and Indian Merchants 1785-1865, An exhibit com- 
memorating the relations established through trade between 
the United States and India. 


The Tribal Style: Selections from the African Collection at the Pea- 
body Museum of Salem. Sculpture, masks and personal and 
domestic objects reflecting the vitality of African artistry and 
craftsmanship. 


Chinese Export Art: Highlights of a Private Collection. Furniture, 
silver, paintings and precious objects drawn from a personal as- 
semblage. 

New England Voyagers. Student artwork from Reading, Mass, 


Japan, China and Hawaii, the result of a five year collaboration 
between the Museum and Reading Public Schools. 


FORTHCOMING EVENT 


Prints of Whales, a symposium, March 21, 1987. 





